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Lesson 1

Evaluation of Lordship Salvation

1. Introduction.
2. Definition.
3. The Theological Foundation.
4. Evaluation of the Elements.
5. The Hermeneutical Problems.
6. The Limited Perspective.

1. Introduction.

George Barna’s findings in 2009:
Theme 1: Increasingly, Americans are more interested in faith and
spirituality than in Christianity.
Theme 2: Faith, in the American context, is now individual and customized.
Americans are comfortable with an altered spiritual experience as long as
they can participate in the shaping of that faith experience.
Theme 3: Biblical literacy is neither a current reality nor a goal in the U.S.
Theme 4: Effective and periodic measurement of spirituality – conducted
personally or through a church – is not common at this time and it is not
likely to become common in the near future.

Question: Can you explain to me what you mean by the statement “If He is
not ‘Lord of all,’ then He is not ‘Lord at all?.’”

2. Definition. Wickipedia.

Lordship salvation is a teaching in Christian theology which maintains that
good works are a necessary consequence of being declared righteous
before God.[1] In other words, Jesus cannot be considered a person's
savior (that is, bringer of salvation) without simultaneously being lord of
the person's life, which is demonstrated by the gradual purification from
sin and the exercising of good works (for instance, caring for widows and
orphans, James 1:27). This teaching is advocated in many of the creeds of
Protestantism, but is not universally accepted. Advocates and opponents
of the doctrine within Protestantism all agree that justification before God
is through faith alone by grace alone, but they differ on whether true
salvation can ever be followed by leading a worldly life or even apostasy.

The opposing position is called Free Grace theology which maintains that
the Lordship salvation view is marked by legalism and a lack of
graciousness.[2] In particular, Free Grace theology claims that the Lordship
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position is "fixated" on the works-minded Gospel of Matthew while
overlooking the Grace-minded Gospel of John. An in-between position also
exists which asserts that the Lordship salvation view is legalist and Free
Grace theology is antinomian.

Question: What is the underlying theology of Lordship Salvation?

3. The Theological Foundation. T-U-L-I-P
A. Total Depravity means to them that mankind is so totally

depraved that they cannot have even the faith to be saved
apart from divine intervention. Rom 3:10-18,23; Eph 2:5

B. Unconditional Election means that salvation is made by the
sovereign choice of God. 1 Thes 1:4; Rom 8:29-30; Eph 1:5,11

C. Limited Atonement is the position that Jesus Christ only paid
for the sins of the “elect.” Matt 20:28

D. Irresistible Grace meaning that God’s saving grace for the
“elect” cannot be forever resisted. Rom 9:19

E. Perseverance of the Saints means that those who are truly
saints will persevere to the end, producing visible fruit as
evidence of their salvation. Rev 13:10; 14:12 (Fruit Inspectors)

Question: Do you know what TULIP refers to and what the letters mean?

Question: Do you believe all of them?

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_Matthew
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Lesson 2

Evaluation of Lordship Salvation

1. Introduction.
2. Definition.
3. The Theological Foundation.
4. Evaluation of the Elements.
5. The Hermeneutical Problems.
6. The Limited Perspective.

Observation: The theological position that claims that an elect person will
persevere to the end with the production of fruit is derived from the
Calvinist position of Perseverance of the Saints.

In any event, personal fruit is the marker of individual “election” and thus
one’s assurance of salvation is based on production of an unknown
quantity or quality of fruit.

The Arminian position would more reasonably attach to a position that
professes that Jesus Christ “must be Lord of all to be Lord at all,” yet this
is not being professed in Arminian theological circles. They would say, “He
is Lord of all and if you don’t act accordingly then either you never were
saved or have lost it.”

The fatal flaw: Personal fruit and not the object of one’s faith (John
3:16,18,36) become the proof and assurance of one’s salvation. This is
functionally salvation by works.

Some reasonable questions are “how much, what kind and for how long
must a person produce fruit that is evidence of one’s election?”

The Free Grace position is that one should persevere to the end, producing
fruit along the way to receive the rewards. Faith in the promises and truths
of Scripture is the basis of assurance of salvation.

It has been generally recognized that if the Neo-Calvinist definition of
“Total Depravity” falls, then the model falls for each point is built on this
foundation.

A. Total Depravity evaluation.
The Free Grace Position is that individuals cannot save themselves, but
that all have the freedom to believe in the One who does save. John 8:24
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Total Depravity means to LSTh adherents that mankind is so totally
depraved that they cannot have even the faith to be saved apart from divine
intervention. Rom 3:10-18,23; Eph 2:5

In Romans 3:10-18, Paul is speaking of both Jews and Gentiles,
representing all mankind.

The main verb of this Greek text is the present tense, active voice,
indicative mood of the “to be” verb (EIMI). It is coupled with the negative
OUK, saying “there does not exist one who is righteous.” It is clear that it
is not speaking of the imputed righteousness (called Justification) that is
received at salvation by faith (Rom 3:22) but rather the lack of
righteousness due to the presence of sin (Rom 3:9). The main verb (OUK
EIMI) governs the rest of the descriptions that are to follow which are all in
present participles. If the present tenses are understood as “simple
presents” (just taking them at face value-Occam’s Razor), Paul is clearly
teaching that no one fulfills all the comments all the time.

The point: Rom 3:10-18 says that no one does anything all the time, be it
good or evil, not that no one ever does anything good. Romans 3:23 taken
in context is a clear statement that all humans have sinned and that the
solution is faith in Christ. Rom 3:21-26

Another main passage used as a proof text is Ephesians 2:1-5. The key
issue here is the phrase “dead in your trespasses and sins.” Their claim is
that man being spiritually dead cannot have saving faith so God must
“make them alive” so they can try to resist His saving grace.

The Greek word for dead is NEKROS. It is also used in Ephesians 1:20;
2:1; and 5:14. Ephesians 5:14 says to “Awake, sleeper…” which is a
Present Active Imperative calling the “sleeper” to “awaken” whenever they
spiritually fall asleep, not to “be awakened” by an outside source. Also,
“Arise from the dead…” is an Aorist Active Imperative which is something
that the individual is called to do at a point of time, not wait for it to be done
to them.

The word “dead” means “separated” and thus not functional in a particular
area. It is clear that biological life has the ability to decide and from the
evidence of multiple passages (John 1:12; 3:16,18,36). It is clear that
unbelievers being spiritually dead but biologically alive are called to saving
faith, to make a decision for Christ (John 5:24,38,46; 6:28-29,35,36,40,47 et
al). Thus the proposition that because man is spiritually dead they cannot
have saving faith is not a reasonable conclusion based on the bulk of
Scripture.



5

Trinity Bible Church
January 13, 2010

Lesson 3

Evaluation of Lordship Salvation

1. Introduction.
2. Definition.
3. The Theological Foundation.
4. Evaluation of the Elements.

A. Total Depravity evaluation.

Another main passage used as a proof text is Ephesians 2:1-5. The key
issue here is the phrase “dead in your trespasses and sins.” Their claim is
that man being spiritually dead cannot have saving faith so God must
“make them alive” so they can try to resist His saving grace.

Question: Are you sure you have properly interpreted the word “dead?”

The Greek word for dead is NEKROS. It is also used in Ephesians 1:20;
2:1; and 5:14. Ephesians 5:14 says to “Awake, sleeper…” which is a
Present Active Imperative calling the “sleeper” to “awaken” whenever they
spiritually fall asleep, not to “be awakened” by an outside source. Also,
“Arise from the dead…” is an Aorist Active Imperative which is something
that the individual is called to do at a point of time, not wait for it to be done
to them.

The word “dead” means “separated” and thus not functional in a particular
area. It is clear that biological life has the ability to decide and from the
evidence of multiple passages (John 1:12; 3:16,18,36). It is clear that
unbelievers being spiritually dead but biologically alive are called to saving
faith, to make a decision for Christ (John 5:24,38,46; 6:28-29,35,36,40,47 et
al). Thus the proposition that because man is spiritually dead they cannot
have saving faith is not a reasonable conclusion based on the bulk of
Scripture.

The phrase “made us alive” in Ephesians 2:5 is the Aorist tense, Active
voice, Indicative mood of SUDZWPOIEW, meaning literally to “make alive.”
Its only other use is in Col 2:13. There is no question what the word
means, rather when it happens.

Question: What is the sequence of events described in Eph 2:5?

This reading of Ephesians 2:5 reads the Greek in its simplest form without
reading in one’s theology. It is, “Even we being dead in the sins at a point
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of time He made us alive in the Christ, for by the instrument of grace, you
all are, having been made alive, having been previously saved.” The
sequence here is: Dead-saved-made alive. The question involves how the
salvation comes about.

Question: How does the salvation come about?

To understand theology the context must be considered so we must
continue reading in Ephesians 2. A simple, literal and expanded reading of
Ephesians 2:8 would be, “For by the grace mentioned earlier, you all are
(raised and seated with Christ), having been saved through faith and that
not out of yourselves, it is of God the gift (9) not out of works lest any man
might boast. (10) For we are His doings, having been created at a point of
time in Christ Jesus for good works, which (good works) the God prepared
beforehand in order that in them we might walk.

Is the “gift” referring to “the gift of grace,” or the “gift of salvation” or a
“gift of faith?” No one really has an issue with understanding it to be of the
first two. The issue is with the third. Only one place passage refers to a
“gift of faith” and that is in conjunction with special spiritual gifts given to
Holy Spirit selected members of the body of Christ (1 Cor 12:8-11), not to
the entire body of Christ.

TULIP adherents choose “faith” and say “God gives the faith to the
‘unconditionally elect’ of eternity past to freely choose for Christ.” Some
claim those not elect can have faith, just not saving faith.

Paul in the Book of Romans (written 5-6 years before Ephesians) has
already clearly defined what he means concerning saving faith. The first
chapter establishes man’s responsibility for failure to accept Jesus Christ
as savior (Rom 1:18-23).

Paul in Romans teaches that Unbelieving Gentiles could obey the call to
faith in Jesus Christ and thus be saved. Rom 1:5-6

Paul also taught that the “ungodly” could have faith while “ungodly” to
receive God’s righteousness. Rom 4:5

Faith introduces us to saving grace and gives us hope. Rom 5:1-3

If God’s “free gift” was indeed “faith” then it is easily understood to be the
ability to decide. The merit is not in the ability to decide but rather in the
object.
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Lesson 4

Evaluation of Lordship Salvation

1. Introduction.
2. Definition.
3. The Theological Foundation.
4. Evaluation of the Elements.

A. Total Depravity.
Wikipedia: Total depravity (also called total inability and total corruption)
is a theological doctrine that derives from the Augustinian concept of
original sin. It is the teaching that, as a consequence of the Fall of Man,
every person born into the world is enslaved to the service of sin and, apart
from the efficacious or prevenient grace of God, is utterly unable to choose
to follow God or choose to accept salvation as it is freely offered.

B. Unconditional Election.

Wikipedia: Unconditional election is the Calvinist teaching that before God
created the world, he chose to save some people according to his own
purposes and apart from any conditions related to those persons.

The Free Grace position is that God foreknew who would have faith and
conditioned salvation solely upon the acceptance of the grace gift of His
Son.

Those who hold this position have not properly reasoned through the
statements. Adherents claim (rightfully) that there are some things that are
beyond reason. These positions are not beyond reason because the
Scripture itself refutes them.

Free Grace people do not have to hide any part of their soteriological belief
system while giving the gospel to an unbeliever.

What would an honest “Lordship” gospel presentation sound like?

If Unconditional Election is true then the requirement and invitation to
multitudes of unbelievers by the Lord Himself to believe are just useless,
empty words.

This tenet of the Lordship adherents is built on the premise of the “Total
Depravity” of man, as seen above.
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irresistible_grace
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prevenient_grace
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Divine_grace
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salvation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salvation
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Adherents to this position cite as proof the verses that deal with
“predestination” and “election.” Rom 8:29-30; Eph 1:5,11; 1 Thes 1:2-5

Predestination (PROORIDZW) means simply “to mark out a boundary
beforehand,” and is easily seen to include the Lord’s instructions on how
to be saved.

According to the Lordship adherents, if one is not one of the “elect” then
nothing they can do will make them “elect.”

Question: Can the unconditionally elect say “no?” There answer is that
they cannot say “no.” Since they cannot, then how can a call to faith truly
be an option that bears responsibility for the decision?

Question: Since it is God’s desire that all be saved and come to a full
knowledge of the truth, won’t all be saved? 1 Tim 2:3-4; 2 Pet 3:9-10

Calvinists today try to answer a question with a question by saying, “do
you believe that everyone is saved?” The answer is obviously, “no” but
then they avoid dealing with the issue of God’s stated will.

A better explanation is that God knew who would believe based on which
plan He chose to share His love (1 Pet 1:2; Rom 8:29).

Those who believe that the Holy Spirit makes the “unconditionally elect”
alive so that they can believe, while they do not admit it, predestine by the
power of God the unbeliever or “non-elect” to hell, which is clearly not His
stated will. Adherents to this position argue that “the Bible doesn’t say
that people are predestined to hell,” but fail to present other options. If the
answer is not “either-or” then there must be at least a third option. What?

Lordship Salvation adherents are quite selective in the verses used to
prove their position.

Adherents quote John 1:12-13. They believe that if unregenerate man
could exercise faith for salvation then it is the “will of man” and thus not
saving faith. The “will of man” phrase is saying that man’s will or desire
alone to be saved will not save, for will alone is belief in oneself, not faith in
another.

Also quoted is John 6:44. The claim is that the Father draws only the
“elect” to the Son as evidenced by the use of the Subjunctive. Jesus uses
the same word a few chapters later, to say that if He goes to the cross
(which He did), He will draw all men to Himself. In John 12:32 the word
“ELKUW” is also used here in the Future Active Indicative meaning that it
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will indeed happen, not that it may happen. Thus, if it is a matter of
“drawing” then all men will be saved.

Question: Was Judas Iscariot elect?

Jesus said he was. John 6:70-71

Question: Was Judas saved?

Jesus indicated he wasn’t. John 17:12

If Judas was saved, he didn’t endure to the end. Matt 27:5

The word “Election” means to “call out.” To read eternal salvation into it is
eisegesis. It is rather a “calling out” or choosing of an individual for a
specific task. Israel was God’s “chosen people”(Acts 13:17 et al), but
obviously not all of them were saved.

C. Limited Atonement.

Wikipedia: The doctrine states that Jesus Christ's substitutionary
atonement on the cross is limited in scope to those who are predestined
unto salvation and its primary benefits are not given to all of humanity but
rather just believers.

The Free Grace position is that Jesus Christ paid for the sins of all
mankind, past, present and future. Heb 10:10-12

This tenet is a progression from Total Depravity and Unconditional
Election.

The key verse used by the adherents is Matthew 20:28 (and its parallel,
Mark 10:45) which says that He was a “ransom for the many.”

The only other word for “ransom” in the New Testament is ANTILUTRON,
used one time in 1 Tim 2:5-6, which itself disproves this position. It is true
that only some of mankind accept the “ransom,” the payment for sins, but
it is categorically not true that Jesus Christ paid only for the sins of the
elect.

Another proof text that this position is incorrect is 1 John 2:1-2.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
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Lesson 5

Evaluation of Lordship Salvation

1. Introduction.
2. Definition.
3. The Theological Foundation.
4. Evaluation of the Elements.

A. Total Depravity.
Wikipedia: Total depravity (also called total inability and total corruption)
is a theological doctrine that derives from the Augustinian concept of
original sin. It is the teaching that, as a consequence of the Fall of Man,
every person born into the world is enslaved to the service of sin and, apart
from the efficacious or prevenient grace of God, is utterly unable to choose
to follow God or choose to accept salvation as it is freely offered.

B. Unconditional Election.
Wikipedia: Unconditional election is the Calvinist teaching that before God
created the world, he chose to save some people according to his own
purposes and apart from any conditions related to those persons.

C. Limited Atonement.
Wikipedia: The doctrine states that Jesus Christ's substitutionary
atonement on the cross is limited in scope to those who are predestined
unto salvation and its primary benefits are not given to all of humanity but
rather just believers.

D. Irresistible Grace.
Wikipedia: Irresistible Grace (or efficacious grace) is a doctrine in
Christian theology particularly associated with Calvinism, which teaches
that the saving grace of God is effectually applied to those whom He has
determined to save (the elect) and, in God's timing, overcomes their
resistance to obeying the call of the gospel, bringing them to faith in Christ.

The Free Grace position is that any human, since they have been given the
perfect ability to decide, can resist God’s saving grace.

The LSTh adherents quote Romans 9:18-22 as their proof text.

The immediate preceding context is Rom 9:10-18.

One must not forget the intermediate context in which Paul established
personal responsibility for decisions made in Chapter 1:18-24. Authority to
make decisions must go with the responsibility for them. Pharaoh was
involved in the “hardening process” through his responses to the physical
circumstances that God brought about. God knew how Pharaoh would
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel
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respond but did not make him respond that way. Israel was in fact known
for hardening their hearts, just like Pharaoh (1 Sam 6:6; Psa 95:8; 2 Cor
3:14; Heb 3:8-14; 4:7).

The context immediately following Romans 9:18-22 points out Israel’s
“hardness of heart” that opened the door to the Gentiles. Romans 9:23-29

The Gentiles, by faith, received Mercy and Grace which documents that no
matter what kind of “vessel” we are in, salvation is still available through
faith. Rom 9:30-33

Question: Why would God “harden” His chosen people?

E. Perseverance of the saints: the fruit inspectors.

Wikipedia: Perseverance of the saints, as well as the corollary--though
distinct--doctrine known as "Once Saved, Always Saved", is a Christian
teaching taught in some branches of Protestantism which teaches that
none who are truly saved can be condemned for their sins or finally fall
away from the faith. The doctrine appears in two different forms: (1) the
traditional Calvinist doctrine found in the Reformed Christian confessions
of faith, and (2) the Free Grace or non-traditional Calvinist doctrine found in
some Baptist and other evangelical churches. In a sense, both can
describe Christian believers as "once saved, always saved", but the two
forms attach a different meaning to the word saved — namely, whether or
not it necessarily involves sanctification, the process of becoming holy by
rejecting sin and obeying God's commands. Because of this difference,
traditional Calvinist Christians tend to prefer the historical term
"perseverance of the saints", which is one of the five points of Calvinism,
and advocates of the Free Grace doctrine usually prefer the less technical
terms "eternal security", "unconditional assurance", and "once saved,
always saved" to characterize their teaching.

The two views are similar and sometimes confused, and though they reach
the same end (namely, eternal security in salvation), they reach it by
different paths. Free Grace Advocates seek to moderate the perceived
harshness of Calvinism as it is found in the Reformed confessions and to
emphasize that salvation is not conditioned on performing good works.
Traditional Calvinists maintain that the Free Grace doctrine ignores certain
key Bible passages and would be rejected by Calvin and the Reformed
churches, which have both firmly advocated the necessity of good works
and with which Free Grace has sought to align itself historically to some
degree. Other Christians such as Catholics and Orthodox reject both
versions of the doctrine.
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This position was established initially by those who were
Reformed/Covenant in their theology and viewed Revelation as an
extended allegory being fulfilled all the time in different ways and parts of
the world. This is the “Historicist” view of the book of Revelation.

Question: Have you heard about Dispensations and what is your opinion
about them?

The theological tenet, “Perseverance of the saints,” is derived from
passages that are in a Tribulational context, therefore it is not for the
Church Age. Rev 13:10; Rev 14:12

Some questions for Lordship Theology adherents:
Question: Should a believer produce fruit?
Absolutely and there is no argument about this. Eph 2:10

Question: Will the believer produce fruit?
LSTh adherents say “absolutely” while Free Grace people say “probably.”

Question: Will the fruit be visible?
Officially LSTh adherents would say “not necessarily” but would question
one’s election if it was not visible. One must note that most of the items
mentioned in the Fruit of the Spirit are more mental than visible.

Question: Will the “fruit” be of a certain kind?

Question: Does Scripture tell us how much and what kind of fruit are
required to prove our election?

Question: Can a person be a Believer and produce no fruit?

Question: How would you explain the Parable of the Sower? Luke 8:9-15

The position of “Perseverance of the saints” is actually for an individual to
try to determine if they are elect or not. If they are not persevering as
evidenced by fruit production, then they must not be elect. Sin will still
happen if one is saved or not (1 John 1:8-10) and whether or not one is
“elect” or is saved through an “Elective Faith.”

If a person determines that they are not “elect” because they are not
producing fruit, the result is fatalism and despair. If one judges themselves
to be “elect” because they are producing fruit, then they must have the
right to judge others who are not. Judgment is left to our Lord Jesus
Christ.

The Lord Himself said that the Apostle Paul was elect. Acts 9:15
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Since Paul was “elect” why would he be concerned about being
disqualified from a lack of fruit that costs him rewards? 1 Cor 9:24-27

Question: How much sin or lack of fruit disqualifies or proves one is not
elect? The LS group believes that certain fruit will be produced. They do
not define.

Question: Does the absence of sin(s) or the production of good prove one
to be saved?

Question: How much “fruit?” Gal 5:22-24

Question: How many manifestations of love and at what degree of
intensity? 1 Cor 13:4-8a; Rom 12:9-21

Easy things to prove:
1. None of the saints perfectly persevere. 1 John 1:8
2. There is battle for Christians to set aside the fleshly pursuits of the

Sin Nature. Gal 5:16-26
3. There is a cost from sin, but loss of eternal life. 1 Cor 6:9-12
4. Christians can act like the world. Eph 5:3-6

Christians are called to put sin aside which means there is still a problem
after they are eternally saved. Col 3:5-11

The real problem is sin that is never forgiven except by grace through faith
in the Lord Jesus Christ. Rev 21:8
Why the call to “Perseverance”?
1. Perseverance is designed to bring “hope” not be a marker of

salvation. Rom 5:1-6
2. It is to unify the Body. Rom 15:4-6
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Lesson 6

Evaluation of Lordship Salvation

1. Introduction.
2. Definition.
3. The Theological Foundation.
4. Evaluation of the Elements.

A. Total Depravity.
B. Unconditional Election.
C. Limited Atonement.
D. Irresistible Grace.
E. Perseverance of the saints.

Wikipedia: Perseverance of the saints, as well as the corollary--though distinct--doctrine
known as "Once Saved, Always Saved", is a Christian teaching taught in some branches
of Protestantism which teaches that none who are truly saved can be condemned for their
sins or finally fall away from the faith. The doctrine appears in two different forms: (1) the
traditional Calvinist doctrine found in the Reformed Christian confessions of faith, and (2)
the Free Grace or non-traditional Calvinist doctrine found in some Baptist and other
evangelical churches. In a sense, both can describe Christian believers as "once saved,
always saved", but the two forms attach a different meaning to the word saved — namely,
whether or not it necessarily involves sanctification, the process of becoming holy by
rejecting sin and obeying God's commands. Because of this difference, traditional
Calvinist Christians tend to prefer the historical term "perseverance of the saints", which
is one of the five points of Calvinism, and advocates of the Free Grace doctrine usually
prefer the less technical terms "eternal security", "unconditional assurance", and "once
saved, always saved" to characterize their teaching.

The two views are similar and sometimes confused, and though they reach the same end
(namely, eternal security in salvation), they reach it by different paths. Free Grace
Advocates seek to moderate the perceived harshness of Calvinism as it is found in the
Reformed confessions and to emphasize that salvation is not conditioned on performing
good works. Traditional Calvinists maintain that the Free Grace doctrine ignores certain
key Bible passages and would be rejected by Calvin and the Reformed churches, which
have both firmly advocated the necessity of good works and with which Free Grace has
sought to align itself historically to some degree. Other Christians such as Catholics and
Orthodox reject both versions of the doctrine.

This position was established initially by those who were
Reformed/Covenant in their theology and viewed Revelation as an
extended allegory being fulfilled all the time in different ways and parts of
the world. This is called the “Historicist” view of the book of Revelation.

In any event, personal fruit is the marker of individual “election” and thus
one’s assurance of salvation is based on production of an unknown
quantity or quality of fruit. Legalism is the true “fruit” of this theology.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protestantism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salvation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calvinism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reformed_Christian_confessions_of_faith
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_Grace_theology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baptist
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evangelicalism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanctification
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Five_points_of_Calvinism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bible
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Calvin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reformed_churches
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Orthodox_Church
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People who claim to believe, “Lordship Salvation” but do not adhere to the
five points of Calvinism simply do not know the foundation upon which the
position is built. It is a high and holy sounding catch phrase that is
attractive and yet even logically unsound. He is “Lord of all” whether or
not we make Him that.

The Armenian position would more reasonably attach to a position that
professes that Jesus Christ “must be Lord of all to be Lord at all,” yet this
is not being professed in Armenian theological circles.

The fatal flaw occurs when personal fruit and not the object of one’s faith
(John 3:16,18,36) become the proof and assurance of one’s salvation.
Analysis of personal fruit is functionally salvation by works.

Some reasonable questions are “how much, what kind and for how long
must a person produce fruit that is evidence of one’s election?”

The Free Grace position is that one should persevere to the end, producing
fruit along the way to receive the rewards. Faith in the promises and truths
of Scripture is the basis of assurance of salvation. A changed life is further
evidence but is not the determining factor.

Another legitimate question concerns the topic of Dispensations. You
might ask if they have considered the whole concept of Dispensations.
Hebrews 7:12 would be a good place to begin that topic.

The theological tenet, “Perseverance of the saints,” is derived from
passages that are in a Tribulational context and therefore not for the
Church Age. They include Revelation 13:10 and Revelation 14:12. The first
passage is in a context of enduring the persecution of the Beast of the Sea,
the Antichrist. The second concerns not taking the “mark of the beast” nor
worshipping his image.

Several more questions may be addressed to those who hold to “Lordship
Theology.”

Should a believer produce fruit? It is good to also look for points of
agreement. There is no argument about this answer, for both parties agree.
Eph 2:10

How about, “Will the believer produce fruit?” Lordship Theology adherents
say “absolutely” while Free Grace people say “probably.” You might ask
them about Judas.
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Another question, “Will the fruit be visible?” Officially, Lordship Theology
adherents would say “not necessarily” but would question one’s election if
the fruit was not verifiable.

Also, “Will the “fruit” be of a certain kind?” You might ask what the
Scripture teaches about how much and what kind of fruit are required to
prove our election.

Can a person be a Believer and produce no fruit? Judas is a problem.
Either he is “elect” and did not “persevere” or he was not “elect” and the
definition of “election” must be reconsidered. Which one, or both?

You might also ask them to explain the Parable of the Sower in Luke 8:9-15.
Doesn’t that show different types of growth?

The position of “Perseverance of the saints” is actually for an individual
(and legalists within the church) to try to determine if they are elect or not.
If one is not persevering as evidenced by fruit production, then they must
not be elect. Those who hold this position recognize that sin will still exist
in a person’s life (1 John 1:8-10). The only possible response to a
determination that one is not “elect” is fatalism and despair. On the other
hand if one judges themselves to be “elect” because they are producing
fruit, then they must have the right to judge others who are not. This is
manifested in elitism. It is clear that judgment is left to our Lord Jesus
Christ.

A fact worthy of consideration is that the Lord Himself said that the Apostle
Paul was “elect” in Acts 9:15. Since it is clear that the Apostle Paul was
“elect,” why would he be concerned about being disqualified from a lack of
perseverance, and thus prove that he was not really “elect” after all? 1 Cor
9:24-27

The Lordship position also begs the question, “How much sin or lack of
fruit disqualifies or proves one is not elect?”

Does the absence of sin(s) or the production of good prove one to be
saved?

How much “fruit of the Spirit” is the marker of “election,” namely how
much and what quality? Gal 5:22-24

A corollary question would ask “how many manifestations of love during a
person’s life and at what degree of intensity would let one be certain they
were saved?” 1 Cor 13:4-8a; Rom 12:9-21
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Lesson 7

Evaluation of Lordship Salvation

1. Introduction.
2. Definition.
3. The Theological Foundation.
4. Evaluation of the Elements.

A. Total Depravity.
B. Unconditional Election.
C. Limited Atonement.
D. Irresistible Grace.
E. Perseverance of the saints.

There are some easy things to prove:

1. None of the saints perfectly persevere, for all sin (fail to live
righteously or produce fruit), thus judging another’s fruit production
is comparative spirituality with other humans. 1 John 1:8

2. There is a serious battle for Christians to set aside the fleshly
pursuits of the Sin Nature and produce the fruit of the Spirit. Gal
5:16-26

3. Sin, a lack of living righteously, personally costs the Believer in
terms of quality of both temporal and eternal life, but not the loss of
it. 1 Cor 6:9-12

4. Christians, even though saved by grace through faith, can act like
the world. Eph 5:3-6

5. Christians are called to put sin aside which means there is still a
problem after they are eternally saved. Col 3:5-11

6. No matter the sin, if one has not believed in the Lord Jesus Christ,
the end result is the lake of fire. Rev 21:8

Why are Christians called to “Perseverance”?

1. Perseverance is designed to bring “hope,” not to be a marker of
salvation. Rom 5:1-6

2. Perseverance is to intended to unify the Body. Rom 15:4-6
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1. Introduction.
2. Definition.
3. The Theological Foundation.
4. Evaluation of the Elements.
5. The Problem they are trying to resolve.

The issue involves the fact that the names of all the saved were written in
the Lamb’s Book of Life before the foundation of the world. Rev 13:8; Rev
21:25-27

If one’s name is not in the Book, then that person will be thrown into the
Lake of Fire. Rev 20:15

The unsaved will try to gain salvation by their works. Rev 20:12

The problem is that the Calvinism cannot understand how biological
mankind could be given the ability to choose whether to refuse the offer of
salvation and the Lord accurately write in the Lamb’s Book of Life the
names of those who would believe before the foundation of the world. This
view actually reduces God to requiring absolute control to bring about His
plan. This view of absolute control would also lead to making God the
author of sin, and arbitrarily unfair, which is blasphemy.

The solution to this dilemma is to recognize that there is more than one set
of books.

There is the “Book of Life” that evidently contains the names of all who
would live. Those who die in unbelief will be erased from that book. When
the Lamb’s Book is opened at the Great White Throne, the Book of Life will
match it. Rev 3:5

The True Gospel compared to TULIP:
Total Depravity: Man, being a sinner cannot save himself. Romans 3:23

Unconditional Election: Jesus Christ made that offer that whosoever
believes in His death for sins, His burial and resurrection, shall be saved.
John 3:16 cf 1 Cor 15:1-4 cf Matt 22:2-14

Limited Atonement: Only some will accept His payment for sins, although
the entire debt for all the sins of the entire world has been paid. 1 John 2:1-
2

Irresistible Grace: It is actually an Amazing Grace offered to even the most
unworthy of human beings.
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Perseverance of the Saints: Those saved by faith in Christ are urged to
persevere in order to spiritually mature and receive a crown. 2 Peter 1:5-8
James 1:2-4; James 1:12

Somewhere along one’s spiritual journey a believer and hopefully student
of the Word of God must realize that eternal salvation occurs at a point of
time, but the Christian life is a lifelong process. Discipleship is not to be
considered an optional part of the Believer’s walk. Discipleship is God’s
desired result of salvation, not the means of, nor proof of one’s salvation.
Judas was one of the 12 disciples, “elected” by God, who was not saved.

Accurate understanding and thus wisdom from God’s Word must come
from seeing how possible “contradictions” actually do not contradict but
rather harmonize (Prov 1:2-6). To leave theological positions a
“contradiction,” claiming it is beyond our ability to know, where Scripture
does interpret itself is spiritually irresponsible.

There is a charge leveled by the Lordship group that Free Grace Believers
are “Antinomian” meaning “lawless.” This is often accompanied with the
charge of having a “cheap grace.” The truth is quite to the contrary. Free
Grace people answer the question in Romans 6:1, “shall we sin so grace
can abound?” with an emphatic “no.” Sin has an eternal cost in terms of
rewards and a temporal cost in terms of misery. No crowns are given for a
life of sin, but crowns and rewards are given for fruit production which the
Believer is to pursue. Not all will “win” them.

It is Martin Luther, a staunch Calvinist, who said, “when you sin, sin
boldly.”

"If you are a preacher of Grace, then preach a true, not a fictitious grace; if
grace is true, you must bear a true and not a fictitious sin. God does not
save people who are only fictitious sinners. Be a sinner and sin boldly, but
believe and rejoice in Christ even more boldly. For he is victorious over sin,
death, and the world. As long as we are here we have to sin. This life in not
the dwelling place of righteousness but, as Peter says, we look for a new
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. . . . Pray boldly-
you too are a mighty sinner." (Weimar ed. vol. 2, p. 371; Letters I, "Luther's
Works," American Ed., Vol 48. p. 281- 282)

Who are the real promoters of “Antinomianism?” Fatalism has no true day
of accounting, but one day we will give an account (2 Cor 5:10.


